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Acceptance Testing of Foreign Consumer on RTE (ready-to-eat) Durian Pulp
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Abstract

The consumer survey on Ready-To-Eat (RTE) durian pulp was conducted on 257 foreigner consumers to
investigate the attitude and behavior affected on acceptance. RTE durian pulps were prepared from durians
monthong cultivar harvested at maturity 120 days after anthesis. They were cleaned in running tap water and
treated with 1 ppm of 1-MCP at 25+1°C for 6 hours and left them ripe at room temperature (25+1°C). After
ripening stages (13 days), peeled durians were packed in polystyrene foam tray and over-wrapped with PVC
(polyvinylchloride) stretch film and then stored at 10+1°C. Result showed that Asian consumers except Thai
consisted of male 53.7% and female 46.3%, age ranging between 21-40 years. The largest group is 58.0% from
China and the rest are from Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Indonesia, Korea and Vietnam. There were 88.7 % of
consumers who accepted on RTE durian pulp, 56.4 % of them preferred half ripe durian and 24.9 % preferred
ripen durian. 84.4% of consumers intended to purchase and 11.7 % of consumers were not sure. 62.3% and
26.8% of consumers preferred 250-gram packaging per tray for 1-2 US$ and 3-4 USS$, respectively. There were
positive relationship between acceptance or purchase intention and behavior of consumers who were familiar with
durian or eaten durian before. This survey will beneficially identify the marketing channels to abroad and lead to
the development of an attractive package of RTE durian pulp in the future which facilitate durian value added and
decline of production risk on durian quality.
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